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Inspections

Respirators for routine use should be inspected before each use by the user
and periodically by the laboratory supervisor. Self-contained breathing
apparatus should be inspected once a month and cleaned after each use.
Defective units should not be used but should be repaired by a qualified
person or replaced promptly.

SAFETY SHOWERS AND EYEWASH FOUNTAINS

Safety Showers

Safety showers should be provided in areas where chemicals are handled
for immediate first aid treatment of chemical splashes and for extinguish-
ing clothing fires. Every laboratory worker should learn the locations of
and how to use the safety showers in the work area so that he or she can
find them with eyes closed, if necessary. Safety showers should be tested
routinely by laboratory personnel to ensure that the valve is operable and
to remove any debris in the system.

The shower should be capable of drenching the subject immediately and
should be large enough to accommodate more than one person if
necessary. It should have a quick-opening valve requiring manual closing;
a downward-pull delta bar is satisfactory if long enough but chain pulls are
not advisable because of the potential for persons to be hit by them and the
difficulty of grasping them in an emergency.

Eyewash Fountains

Eyewash fountains may be required if the substance in use presents an eye
hazard or in research or instructional laboratories where unknown hazards
may be encountered. An eyewash fountain should provide a soft stream or
spray of aerated water for an extended period (15 min). These fountains
should be located close to the safety showers so that, if necessary, the eyes
can be washed while the body is showered.

OTHER SAFETY EQUIPMENT

Safety Shields

Safety shields should be used for protection against possible explosions or
splash hazards. Laboratory equipment should be shielded on all sides so
that there is no line-of-sight exposure of personnel.